
By Lance Madden

Hurricanes coach Marty Cooper said much of the 
team’s success at the end of the season came 
from the experience they gained as one of the 14 
participants in July’s Canada Cup.
 “We feel that playing Team Japan, Team 
Venezuela, Team Chinese Taipei and other 
international teams at the Canada Cup defi nitely 
helped to prepare us for ASA gold nationals,” 
Cooper said. After that, success came solely from 
within the program.
Here’s how they did at the ASA Nationals.

 The game-winning hit was far from the 
strength of a natural disaster. It didn’t have the 
twist of a tornado, the slide of an avalanche or the 
rumble of an earthquake. It took the form of a light 
ground ball, and yet, it was far more powerful.  In 
the end, it had the clash of a hurricane.
 With the score tied 5-5, a runner on third and 
one out in the bottom of the seventh inning, all it 
took was a trickler off the bat of Kelly Smiley to 
second base to allow the runner to score, giving 
the Gold Coast Hurricanes, of Plantation, Fla., 
the title of the 2008 ASA GOLD Girls’ Fastpitch 
National Champions in August.
 The Hurricanes wrapped up the tournament 
by winning seven straight games in Oklahoma 
City, Okla., after beating the Corona Angels — 
Tyson, of Corona, Calif., 6-5 in the title game.
“First and foremost, I want to state that we did 
not get here alone,” said Hurricanes Gold head 
coach Marty Cooper.  “We owe an enormous 
debt of gratitude to those believers, supporters, 
contributors, and even the negative nay sayers for 
motivating Gold Coast to bring home the gold.”

 The Hurricanes and Angels were more 
than familiar with each other by the time the 
championship game came along. The two teams 
met in the fi fth round of bracket play for what 
turned out to be a pitchers’ duel. In the end, 
however, the Hurricanes won the game 1-0.
 In order for each team to get to the 
championship game after they faced each other 
the fi rst time, both the Hurricanes and Angels 
had to go through the Arizona Hotshots. The 
Hurricanes did so with ease, winning 3-0, thanks 
to a two-run home run from Natalie Land and an 
inside-the-park home run from Smiley the next 

inning. Stephanie Brombacher was solid in the 
circle for the ’Canes, giving up just three hits in 
seven innings.
 It wasn’t quite as simple for the Angels to get 
past the Hotshots, but they got the job done 3-2. 
The Hotshots went up 2-0 before the Angels had 
put a run on the board in each of the fi fth and 
sixth innings. In the bottom of the seventh, Niki 
Williams led off the inning with a single through 
the left side and was moved to second with a bunt 
from Destiny Martinez. 
 Then Morgan Stuart stepped up to the plate, 
and knocked a single into shallow center fi eld. 

Williams slid into home narrowly beating the 
throw, which gave the Angels the momentum they 
needed to rally for the win and send the Hotshots 
packing. This win advanced the Angels to the title 
game, only to be defeated by the Hurricanes. 
 “This was a group that can best be described 
as the classic group of unselfi sh players,” 
Cooper said.
Ask Cooper what the turning points were in the 
series for the Hurricanes and he’d tell you there 
weren’t any. Ask him what surprised him about 
his team’s play and you’d get more of the same.
 “This was a well designed plan to become 

more competitive and try to accomplish a gold 
victory,” he said.
 In coaches’ terms, it was simple execution. 
The Hurricanes outscored their opponents 22-7 in 
the tournament, with fi ve of the opponents’ runs 
coming from the Angels. 
 “We run Gold Coast Hurricanes like a family,” 
Cooper said. “We create an extremely close 
environment of mutual respect and dedication. 
We build our team around individuals with good 
character, academic fundamentals and who are 
willing support the team no matter what.”
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Place Team Hometown Record
1st  GOLD COAST HURRICANES Plantation, FL 7-0
2nd  CORONA ANGELS-TYSON Corona, CA 7-2
3rd  AZ HOTSHOTS GOLD-GATTI Scottsdale, AZ 5-2
4th  SO CAL EXPLOSION Tustin, CA 5-2
5th  SO CAL ATHLETICS Upland, CA 6-2
6th  SHAMROCKS Vienna, VA 7-2
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character, academic fundamentals and who are 
willing support the team no matter what.”

The Gold Coast Hurricanes fi nished as the best of the best in the highly competitive 18 Gold division.


